


Synopsis:

A young lady wanders through the building of an afterparty, meditating on her life. She searches for a way out of her ruined 
and solitary world but cannot escape confronting her destiny. 



Title: 'SHE MADE IT’ (Color)
Running time (in minutes): 4' 
Sound: 5.1
Filming Format: .Mov
Screening Format: DCP/ H264
Aspect Ratio: 16:9
V.O: English
Subtitles: Turkish/ Portuguese/ Spanish/ Italian/ German 
English
Shooting location: Datça - Turkey
Budget (approx): £5.000
Completion: September 2017
(Turkey - UK)

Main Cast & Crew

Talent: Catarina Rodrigues
Written & Directed by Lud Mônaco
Executive Producer: Yeşim Guzelpinar (Balik Arts)
Co-producer: Diyarbakır Çevre ve Kalkınma Derneği
Camera and DOP: Mehmet Cenk Cinaloğlu
Production Designer: Lud Mônaco
Sound Design & Re-recording mixer: 
Mario Martinez Cobos
Voice-over Interpreter: Lud Mônaco
Original Soundtrack: Mark Aanderud
Editing: Lud Mônaco & Martina Piazza 



'She Made It' is the result of visiting an incredible country 
in deep crisis. But in the middle of the chaos and 
uncertainty appeared the poetics of decadence: unfinished 
constructions, collapsed buildings, abandoned houses 
surrounded by natural beauty. In Datça there was a 
painting everywhere I looked.
 
Such landscape inspired me to illustrate cinematically the 
incertitudes that youths of my generation may empathise. 
'She Made It' is a mood piece about a tormented young 
lady who is in search of a relief for her restlessnesses. It's 
a meditation on one’s broken interior, starring an apathetic 
and minimalistic performance by a disheveled hair girl, 
shifting around a solitary and spoiled world. She's haunted 
by insecurity regarding love, truth and the future. The 
editing intercalates images of the character in the sea and 
wandering through a ruined building. 

It intends to create a parallel between two different worlds, the meditative reality and the spiritual. The collage of multitudinous locations and 
overwhelming visual cues aim to evoke the passage of time one experiences when meditating. The audience may have the feeling that the 
piece was longer than it actually is. The sonorous design is composed by elements inherent in the landscape, mixed with the sounds of the 
protagonist's reflection and feelings. It seeks to create an intense and evolving mood and is determining in to struct this experimental narrative.
 
24 hours with dishevelled hair and no sleep, the film is about this girl but also all of us, troopers of existence.

Director’s Statement



Director’s Bio

Born in São Paulo, Brazil, Lud Mônaco is a screenwriter 
& director based between Barcelona & London, whose 
work explores the female universe. She studied film at 
the Barcelona Film School (ECIB) and her graduation 
project 'Para, pero sigue' was awarded best short film 
at the Lisbon & Estoril Film Festival. Names such as 
Peter Handke were amongst the awarding panel. 

Many of her short films have been featured in major 
festivals, such as the BFI Flare, Mix Brasil and Sitges 
Film Festival. Her work has also been showcased in 
the prestigious Museum of Image and Sound of São 
Paulo. 'Enjoy the Drama', one of her short films, has just 
been released in a collection by the Peccadillo 
Pictures. Lud Mônaco has been selected for the 
Berlinale Talents 2017 and has recently been invited to 
be panel jury at the 16th Dhaka International Film 
Festival. She is currently developing her debut feature 
film, a tragicomic buddy-movie set in Portugal.



F I L M O G R A P H Y
2018 - 2019
- "Augusta & Kátia" in development (BR/ PT/ UK - 75’)

2017
- "She Made it" (TR/ UK - 4’ prod. Balik Arts)

2016
- "A Rough Cut of Love" (UK - 7’ prod. Independent, dist. MFL - Cineclubes Livres)

2015
- "Soif de Fenêtre" (FR - 3’ prod. Off-Courts, dist. Fabulosis Films)
- "Enjoy the Drama" (CA - 6’ prod. Kinomada, dist. Peccadillo Pictures)

2013
- "Para, pero sigue" (SPA - 13’ prod. 2Mentes Films, dist. Fabulosis Films)
- "Can’t Give you More than my Love" (SPA - 5’ prod. 2Mentes Films)

2012
- "Dialectic between Potatoes" (SPA - 8’ prod. 2Mentes Films)



REVIEWS:

"Aesthetically imaginative, 'She Made It' is like a razor. The short 
film unites a strong, eloquent and reverberant thought to the stunted 
images of a reverie, a silent agony... The pain, the discontent 
become palpable even if just for a few minutes."  

Reinaldo Glioche,
Entertainment editor of IG web portal (Brazil)

"Visually and thematically beautiful, Lud Mônaco has created a 
film that stays with you long after you have watched the last 
moment."  

Verity  Wislocki,
Production Manager
The Lobster (2015)/ The Imitation Game (2014) 

"...In 'She Made It', Lud Mônaco incides in a subject that she has 
developed in most of her short films: the woman confronting with her 
own destiny. That girl who comes out of the waters and is quickly 
swallowed by a destroyed and solitary world, gets fully into one of the 
constants of the director's narratives. Lud Mônaco uses the voice-over 
with an impeccable perfection and disassembles along just over four 
minutes a deep reflexion on life and death, with a very meaningful final 
note about the metaphysical and philosophical elements that 
caracterizes her work. 'She Made It' reaffirms the narrative maturity of 
Lud Mônaco, a singular director of impacting sensations and deep 
reflections."  

By M-F. Ruiz de Villalobos,
Spanish Film Critic (No sólo Cine)

"This is a poetic and rather philosophical short film which is brilliantly 
edited, beautifully and elegantly shot. The narrator takes us on a short 
yet powerful journey into the psyche of an individual, a woman (or a 
girl even - given that the actress in the film looks very young). The 
meanings in the film are deep - they allow the audience to question 
the meaning of life and why we do what we do and what it means 
when we don't do things in a certain way. There seems to be no right 
or wrong answer. The images are effective - they represent a sense of 
broken-ness - perhaps at heart or at life. The colours are well chosen 
to accompany the poetic nature of the film. Overall, though, the film 
allows the audience to stop for a minute (or around 4 mins) and think 
about what it is that we do in life and more importantly why." 

Dr Eylem Atakav 
Senior Lecturer in Film and Television Studies
University of East Anglia 



Screenings:

Completion date: September 2017

World Premiere: 
- 16th Dhaka International Film Festival 
(January 2018 - Bangladesh)

Art Galleries: 
- Angus-Hughes Gallery 
(Summer Salon Screening 2017 - London, UK)

Festivals:
- 4th Ce L'ho Corto (Bologna, IT)
- 17th Mostra do Filme Livre (Rio de Janeiro, BR)
- 64th International Short Film Festival Oberhausen (DE)



Links & Contact:

Official website: www.ludmonaco.com/she-made-it

Facebook: www.facebook.com/shemadeitfilm

Trailer: vimeo.com/231060114

Making-of: vimeo.com/218388294

Balik Arts: www.balikarts.org.uk/

Contact: 

Lud Mônaco 
(+44) 07497696447
(+34) 645-148-538
ludmonaco@gmail.com

Yeşim Güzelpınar
(+44) 07989401504
yesim11@googlemail.com 
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